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Biographical sketch 
Born in Roma, Italy, on February 25th, 1961; married and father of 3. 
Office Address: Università degli Studi dell’Insubria, Dipartimento di Scienza e Alta Tecnologia, 
Via Valleggio, 11, 22100, Como, Italy.  
Direct Calls: ++39-0312386650; fax: ++39-0312386119;  
email: alessandro.michetti@uninsubria.it 
Mobile: ++39.3298977014 
Web Page: http://www4.uninsubria.it/on-line/home/rubrica/home-page-
personale.html?P1_m=P000373 
 
 
Educational and academic position 
 
2016-present, INTERREG V-A 2014 – 2020 Cooperation Programme, Delegate of the Lombardia 
Rector Conference in the Supervisory Committee   
2012-present, Member of the Academic Senate, Università degli Studi dell’Insubria 
2011-present, President, INQUA Commission on Terrestrial Processes, Deposits and History – 
TERPRO http://www.inqua.org/aboutCommissions.html 
2011-2012, Vice President, Environmental Science Degree Committee, Università dell’Insubria; 
2008 - 2011, Vice Director, Department of Chemical and Environmental Sciences, Università 
dell'Insubria; 
2000 – 2017, Tutor of 12 PhD Projects in Environmental Sciences; 
2007-2011: INQUA Focus Group on Paleoseismology and Active Tectonics, Chairman; 
October 1st, 2000 - present: Associate Professor of Geology, Dipartimento di Scienze Chimiche e 
Ambientali (Chemistry and Environmental Sciences, now Dipartimento di Scienza e Alta 
Tecnologia – Dept. of Science and High Technology), University of Insubria at Como; 
1992 NATO Fellowship in Active Tectonics and Paleoseismology, Center for Neotectonic Studies, 
University of Nevada, Reno, USA; 
1989 to 1999 Research Geologist in Natural Hazard Assessment and Paleoseismology, CNR - 
GNDT (National Group for Protection Against Earthquakes) at ANPA (National Agency for 
Environmental Protection, Roma); 
1986 Doctor in Geology, University "La Sapienza" of Roma, Department of Earth Sciences. 
 
Research and recent projects 
 
Author of more than 90 papers, with 2335 citations (source: Google Scholar 23.01.2017; h index 
Scopus = 20, Google Scholar = 26; since 2012 Scopus = 17, Google Scholar = 20), mostly 
published on international ISI journals, such as Earth Plan. Sci. Lett., JGR Solid Earth, 
Tectonophysics, J. of Struct. Geol., BSSA, Journal of Geodynamics, Natural Hazards, Sedimentary 
Geology. 
 
Most of my research is focused on the reconstruction of the recent landscape evolution in order to 
define geological criteria for assessing natural hazards, in particular seismicity. This includes the 
integration of historical and instrumental seismicity data with observations from Quaternary, 
dominantly Holocene, stratigraphy, geomorphology and tectonics, to understand the styles and rates 
of ongoing crustal deformation, their interaction with climatically-controlled surface processes and, 
with that information, define the seismic potential at both local and regional scales. This research 
ranges from laboratory analysis of airphoto coverages and topographic imagery, to field mapping of 
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recent landforms and deposits, to geomorphic reconstruction of slip rates and paleoearthquake 
histories of capable faults, also through detailed studies of trench exposures showing evidence for 
Holocene earthquake surface faulting. Of particular interest for my research is also the study of 
earthquake ground effects and their use in the macroseismic intensity scales. Recent and ongoing 
projects where I am involved includes: 
Recent and ongoing projects where I am involved includes: 
- study of the surface faulting accompanying the August 23 and October 30, 2016, Amatrice and 
Norcia earthquakes in Central Italy; 
- Surface (INQUA Project 1620R) SURface FAUlting Catalogue, worldwide dataset of Surface 
Ruptures generated during earthquakes in order to build reliable empirical relationships 
(http://www.earthquakegeology.org/index.php?page=projects&s=4); 
- archaeoseismology and paleoseismology along the Tiberias Fault, Sea of Galilee; 
-·application of the macroseismic intensity scale based on earthquake ground effects 
(Environmental Seismic Intensity scale, ESI 2007) to major earthquakes in the world;· 
- study of ground effects of the 1995 Aqaba earthquake and evidence for paleoseismicity; 
- recent landscape evolution and seismic potential of Lake Como area and Southern Alps in 
Lombardia, N Italy; 
- paleoseismology of capable faults in Central and Southern Apennines, Southern Alps, Sicily; 
- study of ground effects of the 2004 Muzaffarabad earthquake, Pakistan and assessment of 
macroseismic intensity; 
- subsidence and Holocene stratigraphy in the Como plain; 
- Quaternary drainage network and normal fault growth in the Rieti area. 
 
 
Scientific and Consulting experience and affiliations 
 

• March 2013 to present, Quaternary International, Associate Editor 
• December 2016 to present, Alpine and Mediterranean Quaternary, Associate Editor 
• September 2013 to present, Member of Reviewer Editorial Board of Frontiers in Structural 

Geology and Tectonics 
• February 2009, INQUA Workshop and Field Trip on the Dead Sea Rift “The Dead Sea Rift 

as a natural laboratory for earthquake behavior: prehistorical, historical and recent 
seismicity”, 16 to 23 February 2009, Co-Chairman; 

• 2009-2011, INGV-DPC Contract, Seismological Project S1 (Task C), Research Unit UR 
3.07, "Active Shortening and Evidence for Paleoseismicity along the Po Plain - Southern 
Alps border between Lake Garda and Lake Maggiore", PI; 

• PRIN 2005-2007 Project on “Active compressional tectonics along the Southern Alps 
between Lake Garda and Lake Maggiore”, PI; 

• April 2007 – October 2008, ENEL, Consulting Project on the Hydrogeological 
Characterization of the “Tifeo” Electric Power Plant near Augusta, Sicily; 

• Member of the Geological Committee of the Geological Survey of Italy, 2005-2009. 
• Member of the Scientific Committe of the Institut de la Montagne, Université de la Savoie, 

Le Bourget du Lac, France, 2002-2007. 
• 2008 – 2010, Italian Journal of Geosciences, Member of the Editorial Board. 
• Geological Map of Italy 1:50.000 scale, CARG Project; 1996-1998 Quaternary field 

mapping for the Sheet 368 "Avezzano"; 1998-2002, Director of Quaternary Geology for the 
Sheet 347 "Rieti". 

• November 2005 – Maggio 2007, LPL, Geological and Environmental Siting of the “La 
Filippa” waste disposal plant, Cairo Montenotte, Savona, Italy; 
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• 2004-2010, University of Insubria – ISPRA Contract, Scientific Coordinator of the CARG 
Project for the Sheet 75 "Como". 

• August 1999-2007: Chairman of the INQUA Subcommission on Paleoseismicity.  
• June 2003 to present, IAEA missions as Expert in Geology, Paleoseismology and 

Seismotectonics, and Hydrogeology, for NPP siting at Cernavoda (Romania), El Dabaa 
(Egypt), Visaginas (Lithuania), Sinop and Akkuyu (Turkey), Abuja (Nigeria), Minsk (Belarus), 
Kashiwazaki-Kariwa (Japan), Montevideo (Uruguay), Hanoi (Vietnam), Ust-Kamenogorsk 
(Kazakhstan) , Jakarta (Indonesia). 
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